November 19, 2008
Dr. Morgan
Bluegill Population Studies 
Tennessee Technological University
Cookeville, TN 38505
  
SUBJECT:  Final Progress Report 
  
Dear Dr. Morgan
Dear Sir:   
Enclosed please find a copy of the final research progress report for my research study on bluegill populations in high density cover versus low density cover farm ponds.  The progress report is being submitted for your review and in compliance with contract commitments.   
No problems were encountered in this quarter of research and data was collected on schedule following the procedures laid out in the methods and materials section of the report.  Resulting information has been compiled in graphs and is being interpreted for the final report period.  
Should you have questions or comments concerning the final progress report, please email me at btrhea21@tntech.edu. 
    
Sincerely, 
  
Bradley Rhea 
Cc:  Dr. Morgan, Professor of Biology




  
Memorandum 
  
TO:  Dr. Morgan, Professor of Biology 
FROM:  Bradley Rhea, Undergraduate Research Assistant 
DATE:  19 November 2008
SUBJECT: Final Research Progress Report
 

Dear Sir: 
Enclosed please find a copy of the final research progress report for my study on bluegill populations in high density cover versus low density cover farm ponds.  The progress report is being submitted for your review and in compliance with contract commitments. 
No problems were encountered in this quarter of research and data was collected on schedule following the procedures laid out in the methods and materials section of the report.  Resulting information has been compiled in graphs and is being interpreted for the final report period. 
Should you have questions or comments concerning the final progress report, please email me at btrhea21@tntech.edu. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Bradley Rhea 
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Project Summary 
 There has been some disagreement on which type of cover situation creates a better recreational farm pond fishery, ponds with high density cover or low density cover, and not much research to determine which is better. The objective of this study is determine not only which type of cover situation is better for higher densities of bluegill populations but will also help us in determining which situation provides for a larger forage base for other types of predatory fish. My null hypothesis is that cover density will have no effect on bluegill populations. My null hypothesis will be tested by taking two separate samples from each of the six test ponds. Three ponds containing low densities of cover and three ponds containing high densities of cover. My  goals will be accomplished by taking these samples and determining the mean bluegill population values of the high cover density pond versus the mean bluegill population values of the low cover density ponds. I expected my results to refute my null hypothesis and show that not only are bluegill populations affected by the amount of cover in their habitat but that ponds with a higher cover density will also have a higher population of bluegill. Benefits of this research will help recreational farm pond fishers determine if cover density has an effect on fish populations and if so how much cover is ideal for there fishery.

  
 
 Work Accomplished to Data 
To date, data has been collected from sample sites. Data are being processed and results and conclusions will be made in the final progress report. 
  
Plans and Anticipated Work for Next Reporting Period 
By the next reporting period, results and conclusions will be finished and the final manuscript will turned in as well as my final presentation will be given.  
  
Problems Encountered and Actions Taken 
There have  been no major problems encountered at this time. 
  
Appraisal or Evaluation of Progress to Date 
To date, all samples have been taken and are being analyzed. 
  
Recommendations 
It would be a good idea to take more samples from different ponds with different variations of cover. 
  
Appendix 
Project Timeline: 
Week 1 – Find suitable sites 
Week 2-8 – Collect samples 
Week 12-14 – Analyze and Draw conclusions from data  
  
Supporting Details 
. 
