	Step 1:

Make an observation
	There appear to be more bluegill in ponds with higher cover densities than in ponds with low cover densities

	Step 2:

State the problem
	Is this observation correct

	Step 3:

Research the problem
	Other research appears to show that bluegill need cover to escape predation

	Step 4:

Form a hypothesis
	I believe that ponds with higher densities of cover will support larger bluegill populations

	Step 5:

Test the hypothesis
	To test this hypothesis I will sample different ponds with high density cover and low density cover to see if there is a difference

	Step 6:

Draw conclusions from the data
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